talents, or greater attractions to study, than the science of mental disease. There he finds that close attention, logical analysis, and careful induction are required in every step of his progress. But rightly to appreciate deviations from the healthy standard of thought, feeling, and action, more especially in their slighter manifestations, he must be familiar with mind in its normal condition, and must understand to what extent mental obliquity, as exhibited in eccentricity in modes of thought, and irregularity in the exhibitions of the emotional powers, may exist without encroaching on the confines of disease. An acquaintance with the philosophy of mind is therefore necessary to him who would be familiar with mental unsoundness in its various aspects.
To trace the causation of the disordered mental faculties, and to remove those diseased conditions of the general system, or of special organs, from which their unhealthy action has originated, and whose removal it maybe essential to accomplish before dealing with their results on the organ of the mind, the physician must also be familiar with disease in its widest sense. Thus, though a specialty, there is no bodily disease which requires a more intimate knowledge of other maladies, in order rightly to understand its nature, relations, and principles of treatment. Though classed among the neuroses, no mere limited acquaintance with it in this relationship will suffice ; a broad and comprehensive view must be taken of it in its connection with the different disordered general or special somatic conditions.
Besides, in another point of view, the reciprocal influences of mind and matter?the action and reaction of the corporeal and spiritual?in particular, the development of morbid processes in the central nervous system, and also in other organs, by purely moral force, as by excessive action of one or other of the passions; or, on the other hand, a disease of some distant organ giving rise to hallucinations and other disorders of the mental powers, through the medium of the disturbed cerebral organs, present most interesting and attractive subjects of study.
But apart altogether from these aspects, a knowledge of insanity ?its forms, pathology, and treatment, besides its legal relations? is increasingly felt to be of essential importance to the thoroughly qualified medical man. The fact of one out of every three hundred of the population in Britain being of unsound mind tells the extent to which the disease exists in society. Serious Again, in the description of puerperal insanity, too little stress is laid on the remarkable disposition to injure their children and themselves occasionally exhibited by mothers while labouring under this form of disease. All that is said on these points is, " A total negligence of, and very strong aversion to, her child and husband are evinced," and " the suicidal tendency is not uncommon, especially in cases of melancholia." Now we do not think that the first observation is strong enough, especially when repugnance to relatives is common to many forms of insanity. We would have said that a disposition to destroy their children was not infrequent in women suffering from puerperal insanity. For instance, during the last few years in our experience, among other cases in which this tendency was less marked, three parties killed their children, and one desired to be placed under restraint, as she felt an uncontrollable impulse to murder her infant. One of these women suffered from mania; the others were melancholic; and the disease in the latter was owing to prolonged or over lactation. Two of the melancholies were highly suicidal, and had attempted to cut their throats.
We do not observe any reference to the association of pellagra with mental disease, which is sufficiently important to require some notice. It is certainly rare, and occurs only sporadically 
